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RE: PFOA (Perfluoroctanaic Acid) and other perflucninated migrants in perfluprocarbon
resims and telomer-based food contact products.

Dear bdr. Korzenowski,

This comespondeass |s In response to your request for clanfication of FIM s view en
perfluprocarbem resing and telomer-based paper coarings lmended for use In contact with
fad. Yomr ragquest was 10 clarify whather the recent publication of an ariscle in the joumal
Food Addirves and Contaminanly, describing analytical work dome in the Food and Dreg
Achministration”s {FDA) Offics of Food Additive Safery (OF AS), has cansed FDA o cheage
its position an the safie use of these materials.

Becauss of recent indtiatives at the US, Environmental Pratection Agency (EPA)reaad to
the safety of certin perfluorccarbons, OFAS s investipating the potential for consaner
eerposme to PFCA and other perfluorinated compainds via FDA regulated food-coctact
products. We recogrize Ut the vast majority of perfluorgcarbon and teloneer-hased products
ane used in a wide variety of pon-food contace applications such as carpes, textiles, wire
{psulation, epd mdustial parts. However, FFOA i3 wsed as o surfactant in the msmefactore of
peciluorocarbon resing Nstd om noa-Sck ponkware, and telomer-based paper coatimgs used in
coniact with food have bean reported to contain residual PROA. Whils FDA hes previously
rersewed these compoursds and found them to be safe for their food-contact wse provided they
eomply with applicable regulstions, we alse rosinely meniter new developments ir ecientific
knowledge to ensare that cur carrent information is complete ard nnderstnod wilkdn the
combext of toeal buman exposurs.

In response to pecent inberest in COESUTET SXpIFUCE b FFOA and other strocturally elaed
perflusrinated compounds, OFAS is currently working towards characterizing 1h:_1:-:q.~_uml_
fiar exposure in these compounids fom regalated foad-contect swbplances. OFAS is presently
(1) analyrite perfhaarpcarbon snd telomer-based products to betrat q_n.iln‘h.'!'!.' CONSUmer
exposure i PFOA and perfluorinated compownds via food-conlact applications and (I
comtinming i assess the wedcity of PFOA snd other relevant perfluorinated compotnds. This
wotk is being done in soajunetion with industry (inclodmg DuPont) and other fedesl
agencies such a3 EPA amcl the Consumer Pro<dusc Safety Commissbon.
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Comvertional analytical technigues are Hmited in their ability to dessct perflucrochenical
miyration. As such, information on the potential for FROA migralon specifically, sad on the
typas of perflucrochemical s that have the posential to migrate Fom telomer-based coatings in
pencral, 15 limited. The purpose of the above menticned journal article was to highlizil
recently developed analytical technique which is applicable towards characterizing sich
migration. FDXA wed this journal article as an opportunity o dissensiase preliminary
analytical information that could potentially be usefitl to guide inchustry in Usdt cown research
efforts on this {sswe. This information demonstraved that the potential for PFOA migration
from perfinarocsrbon resins used an cockware is negligible. In addition, this prelizunary
wark detected PFOA migration from microwave popeom bags ooated with welomer-based
products ealy at a level below the standard of quastitation for the apalyvitcal techoique (< §
part per billion in food).

The amaunt of total fhaorotelomer migration from telomer-based coatings & detecied in thas
peeliminary woek (11,000 ag/dm’} s fa larges than the amount of residual flaopochimical
tnet could possibly mipeate from perfluarecarbon resing used on cociowsre. Haweuet, 1
should b noted that this flasrotelomer enigration from coated paper, s reported m tas
article, accurs m the form af the telomer-bassd compounds themselves and shovald ot be
equated to PFOA exposar:,

At this time, we have no reasos 1o change our pesition that the use of both perflnarocarben
resin and telomer-hased coatings are aafs for use in contact with food as deseribed inthe
applicable regulations or notificatons. However, we ae siill investigating the quanification
of potential curnulative exposars W FECA from all foed contact materials. For this pasen,
OFAS {s continming o work with all secioes of the indwstry to mpedve olr understasding
reqmarding consumer exposare to FFOA and other peefluorinsted compeunds through the use
of focd-contact materials.

Tf you have any further questions coneerming this marier, plesa do Bot hesitnie o comtact us

Sincersly,

Faul Hmmﬁ#
Comsumer Safery Officer
Division of Food Contact Notifications, HES-2T5
(ffice of Food Additive Safery
Cemizr for Food Safety
and Applied MNutriton



