Voices of Experience

Soybean growers fall apply DuPont™ Canopy® EX for a

cleaner spring

“A few weeks after planting we had
neighbors asking us what we did to
make our beans look so good.”

Gramoxone is a restricted-use pesticide.

“In this area, if you are spraying large marestail in the spring with 2,4-D and a
burndown, you can forget about having a clean field in August.

“Our fall application of DuPont™ Canopy® EX treatment targets chickweed,
henbit and especially marestail so we don’t have to deal with them in the spring.

“We have been using some sort of fall burndown treatment for five years on
a portion of our acres. Two years ago we switched to using Canopy® XL on all
300 acres of our full-season no-till soybeans. Our experience has been that this
fall-spray program works the same following corn, double-crop soybeans and
full-season soybeans. With the price of fuel and other costs today, we think this
approach does the most for our bottom line. Based on our experience using
DuPont™ Canopy® XL and Canopy® EX, last year we sprayed our 300 acres
of no-till soybeans with Canopy® EX plus 2,4-D and crop oil, adding Gramoxone
where needed for established grasses. The best application timing on our farm
/s on warmer days after Thanksgiving, although | expect most years it will end
up being in December.

“With fall Canopy® EX, when weather conditions are right to plant soybeans in
the spring, you can plant soybeans instead of spending time spraying, waiting
for the weeds to die and waiting for colder, wetter soil to dry out.

“Last year, May was cold after soybeans were planted and fields were suscep-
tible to problems like poor stands, slow early growth, soil crusting and poor
germination. We stayed ahead of the game and our beans were out of the
ground a week sooner as a result of fall applying Canopy® EX. With our
improved soil structure in the seed bed in our Canopy® EX fall-treated field, we
didn’t have any of these problems because our soil was warmer and drier. A few
weeks after planting we had neighbors asking us what we did to make our
beans look so good.

“We have not yield checked fall-applied Canopy® EX beans versus other
programs, but with the early bean growth jump-start and uniformity of stand
we are getting, | feel these advantages are helping our yield.

“At soybean planting time, our fields are not all tabletop clean every year in every

field, but what few weeds we have left have been taken out with one in-crop
Roundup spray.”

— David Hill,

Kennedyville, Maryland
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