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Florida Festival Freed of Fire Ants within 72
Hours

Oct 3, 2008

Diroct To You. Ant Managoement

The Florida Stale Bluagrass Festival is one of the
largest and maost recegrized bluegrass festivals
{ in the US, altracting more than 3,000 attencees.
| Voled by e Imermational Biuegrass Music
Assocalion as one of (he best events in e US
— and fealuring the exclusive United States
Navy Bang, the Country Currenrt — the festival
has become one of the moest popular events in
Florida. The festival is held at the Forest Capital
Museum State Park in Perry, Fla., a sprawling
This year's Florida State Bluegrass  13-90re park tha! features S0-plus-year-oid
Fastival was free of fine ants. lorgleal pines,

Unfortunately, the feslival has been plagued with
fire ants every year. Thousands of allendess were bitlen and stung by fire ants
throughout the park and complained to te festival officials for relief. As the spring festval
approached this year, howewr, évenl oflicials turred lo David Sullivan, one of the local
chamber of commerce direclors and presicert of local pes! management cempary The
Roach Coach.

Sullivan fell enormous pressure to resolve the peoblem. Specializing primarily in indocr
pes! managemenl, however, he guickly realized he did not have the procucts, equipment
or experence (o lreal a 13-acre slale park. Sullivan began by recuesting product from a
marufaciures, but when the product finally arrived aboul a week befare the feslival, the
label indicated thal ant contrel could be expected over a 14- 1o 21-day period. Treatrnent
over a lengthy perod of time just wasn® going Lo work.

Suflivan fell mounting pressure, with the slart of the festival enly days away and no
sclution in sight

T wanted W be the rero, not the goal,”™ he recalls,

Sulivan caled Jennifer Morien, his trustad distributor contact at Univar. Aller hearing
abeou! his quandary, Morton sirengly recommended DuPonl Acvion Fire Ant Bail, based
on its ability to contral fire ant cclonies within 24 10 72 hours. And when Ihe DuPonl team
learned that Sullivan did not have the right kind of spreader o use with Advien, the
marufaciurer personaly shipped a spreader to him.

Vith only three days lo go before the start of the fesSval, Sullivan trealed the entire park
with Advion and kis new spreader in about two hours. ‘When the firsl day of the festival
passed and he cidn't receive any comments aboul the ants, either positive or negative,
he started lo wonder whether his treatment had been effective.

Vihen he finally approached the vendors and officials, he leamed that the fire ants had
been completely elimnated.

“No! even one an! on the heels of their shoes,” Sullivan repeorts. “Everyone al the festival
was Prriled. | am so impressed with Acvion. | have never seen anything like iL”

Sulivan is alse thinking about expanting his regular services beyond indoor pest conirol
0 include larger areas.

“This experience has realy made me think aboul the possibilibes of offering my sarvices
1o athletic helds, parks, yards and churches,” ke concludes. If you are going 1o serve that
markel you absolulely need a product that can parfoem — and now with Advion, I'm
confident | have whal | need to be successful.”
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