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SITUATION
◆ Challenging the norms of traditional flat-wall

building design, architects Sulan Kolatan and
Bill MacDonald (KOL/MAC) partnered with
DuPont™ Corian® to go “Inside Out” to create
a new kind of green curtain wall.

◆ The curvilinear 18’ x 9’ INVERSAbrane wall 
prototype (seen at the SAFE: Design Takes on
Risk exhibit at Museum of Modern Art) is a
building membrane for the 21st century,
creating a greater environmental connection
between the interior and exterior of a building.

◆ The INVERSAbrane is a significant step in the
integration of architecture and biotechnology
because the holes – or building skin – 
incorporate water, air and solar collection,
filtration and distribution systems.

CHALLENGES
◆ KOL/MAC chose Corian®, a pliable, yet 

structural material to build the vast, custom
shape, which was based on the complex
geometry of soap bubbles. Its intricate design
demanded the fabrication team utilize inventive,
sophisticated fabrication techniques.

◆ Corian® was heated to 300 degrees, making it
malleable and flexible. It was then vacuum-
formed to create the holes and panels by a
skilled team of fabricators before being 
assembled into the completed wall surface.

SOLUTIONS
◆ “This curvilinear, green curtain wall made of

DuPont™ Corian® actively improves the ecology
of the environment around the building and
within it. We think of it as ‘uber-ecology’,” said
MacDonald.

◆ Using advanced technologies and vacuum
forming, the INVERSAbrane achieved more
precise, tighter radiuses and seamless 
transitions and definitions – breakthroughs 
in exterior applications and fabrication.

◆ The technology applications pioneered by
DuPont and KOL/MAC will result in more cost-
effective projects for architects and designers.

BENEFITS 
◆ The seamless quality of Corian® enabled the

design’s distinctive shape and smooth texture
to become a reality.

◆ Corian® can be used as both an interior and
exterior cladding material because of its 
durability, design flexibility and versatility.

PROJECT COLOR

Corian®‚
Glacier White

public spacescase study

59908LC  5/5/06  12:51 AM  Page 1



The beauty of Corian®

in public spaces
When creating unique public spaces, DuPont™

Corian® stands up to a variety of challenges.
Whether it’s retail shops, public venues or corporate
spaces, this versatile, durable surface can provide
highly functional environments while offering the 
latest in design capabilities.

◆ Transaction, reception
and ticket counters

◆ Concession counters 
and service areas

◆ Workstations
◆ Wall cladding
◆ Corridors, elevator walls   

and entryways
◆ Writing desks, credenzas, 

conference tables and 
other furniture

◆ Molding and wainscoting

◆ Interior columns
◆ Telephone booths
◆ Exterior cladding
◆ Staircases and railings
◆ Interior and exterior 

signage
◆ Waste containers
◆ Lighting fixtures
◆ Turnstiles and escalator  

walls

Public spaces have a wide range of
applications for Corian®:

Corian® is...
STYLISH
Over 110 colors—more than any other solid surface —
plus custom color options

EASY TO CLEAN
No grout or seam gaps to trap soil 

STAIN-RESISTANT
Stains can’t permeate and are easily removed

HEAT-RESISTANT
Meets industry standards

NONPOROUS
Does not support the growth of mold, mildew or bacteria

DURABLE
Tough and long-lasting, so it stands up to heavy use

RENEWABLE
Marks and scratches can be easily removed to restore it
to its original condition

Copyright © 2006 E.I. du Pont de Nemours and Company. 
All rights reserved. Corian® is a DuPont registered trademark for its solid
surfaces. Only DuPont makes Corian®.
(1/06) Printed in U.S.A. on recycled paper.

C950-K-14241

AIR-QUALITY FRIENDLY
Maintains good indoor air quality—no off-gassing,
no VOCs

CODE COMPLIANT
NSF/ANSI 51 food contact Certified and Class 1(A) fire rated

VERSATILE
Can be used in a wide range of unique and distinctive
applications 

WARM AND INVITING TO THE TOUCH
The practical surface material that creates a unique,
beautiful statement

...the perfect surface
for public spaces.

1-800-436-6072       corian.com
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