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Quality in building and construction

The entire range of DuPont™ Tyvek® membranes
CE certified

February 2008 — DuPont Building Innovations is addressing the demands of consistent
quality and durability coming from European companies, professionals and consumers in
critical components of residential and commercial construction like roofs and walls. All the 35
DuPont construction membranes for the application of underlays for discontinuous roofing
(EN13859-1), underlays for walls (EN13859-2) and Plastic and rubber vapour control layers
(EN 13984) have received the CE (Communauté Européenne) certification and exhibit the -
CE logo. DuPont has been the first manufacturer of building membranes to be able to
provide its whole range with the CE Mark.

For dealers, architects, roofers and home owners, this creates the basis for a correct
comparison of different products from different manufacturers. In the past the manufacturer
himself could choose which testing standard to use to declare a property of the
corresponding product: the comparison or equivalence from one product to another was then
not an easy task.

Now, with the CE certification, this has changed. The CE declaration is based on a
harmonized European test standard (EN). For the underlay, this is EN13859-1 (underlays for
discontinuous roofing) and EN13859-2 (underlays for walls). For plastic and rubber vapour
control layers, the standard is EN13984.
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The CE logo is not only a typical ‘quality control’ designation but actually provides proof that
the product is aligned with the relevant European standards. With its Declaration of
Conformity (DOC), DuPont is officially declaring that the specific product is aligned with the
Construction Product Directive (CPD) 89/106 and the corresponding European product
standard.

The CE logo confirms that the product is conform with the corresponding EN standard. For
underlays (wall and roof), each product needs to be tested at a notified test laboratory (Initial
Type Test). Via a factory production control plan, which is aligned to the corresponding EN
standard, the manufacturer takes the responsibility of ensuring that all testing requirements
are fulfilled.

Together, all of this permits the manufacturer to declare conformity (Declaration Of
Conformity) and the product can be freely traded all over the CEN/CENELEC countries. This
is one of the key functions of the CE marking. Another is that every producer has the
obligation to describe the corresponding products to the same European test standards,
which is covered in the Technical Data Sheet.

All CEN/CENELEC countries accept the CE marking for products. However, in some of these
countries, further national certificates are required for the applications those products are
used in. These tests are based on country specific properties of the application.

DuPont™ Tyvek® - a unique product resulting from the combination of advanced know-how
in chemical science and processing technologies - incorporates all the key requirements for a
high-performance breather membrane. Because of its high-quality single-layer construction
and its manufacturing process, it is naturally vapour open and watertight. This is due to its
composition of millions of micro-fibres that are bonded together to make a “maze” that's
impermeable to moisture and yet allows water vapour to pass through the natural pores in its
structure.

DuPont is a science-based company. Founded in 1802, DuPont puts science to work by
creating sustainable solutions essential to a better, safer, healthier life for people
everywhere. Operating in more than 70 countries, DuPont offers a wide range of innovative
products and services for markets including agriculture and food; building and construction;
communications; and transportation.

An introduction to the overall DuPont offer for architecture, interior design, building and
construction markets is available at www.buildingonscience.dupont.com. The range of
Tyvek® products is shown at www.construction.tyvek.com.
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