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DuPont™ Tyvek® enhances the energy-efficiency 
of a major new riverside housing development in Ipswich 
 
January 2008  - Griffin Wharf is part of a major regeneration programme for the riverside 
south of Ipswich. An extensive new build housing development, this Persimmon Homes 
project involves several phases to create over 500 units, including a mix of flats and houses. 
 
The plan also includes allocations for affordable housing and public spaces. As with all such 
projects, compliance with new regulations means aiming for stringent energy-efficiency 
targets, and therefore careful planning and the specification of durable, reliable, high-
performance products.  
 
Advanced membranes from DuPont have been selected for the building envelope of the 
timber framed, brick clad structures, with DuPont™ Tyvek® Supro installed on the pitched 
slate roofs and DuPont™ Tyvek® Enercor® Wall, one of the new metallised breather 
membranes with high-reflectivity (low emissivity) installed in the walls. 
 
This combination of air-tight, light-weight, easy to install membranes is designed not only to 
protect the building envelope, but also to significantly enhance the thermal performance of 
the building, thereby improving interior comfort and reducing the carbon footprint.  
 
DuPont™ Tyvek® products are distinctive in several key ways that make them ideal for 
today’s construction projects. All the key requirements for a high-performance breather 
membrane are built right into the very nature of DuPont™ Tyvek®. Unique because of its 
high-quality single layer construction, DuPont™ Tyvek® is naturally vapour open but also 
water-tight. This is due its composition of millions of micro fibres that are bonded together to 
make a “maze” that’s impermeable to moisture and yet allows water vapour to pass through 
the natural pores in its structure.  
 
Although it stands alone functionally as a single layer product, DuPont™ Tyvek® is 
inherently versatile. It can be used in a variety of applications and as part of multi-product 
systems. It can also be metallized to create highly-reflective, low-emissivity surfaces such as 
DuPont™ Tyvek® Enercor® and laminated to increase specific characteristics such as 
strength - without affecting the performance of its micro-fibre structure.  
 
Robust and resistant to UV damage and wear and tear, DuPont™ Tyvek® offers peace of 
mind in the form of reliability, durability,  trouble-free installation, plus the technical support of 
a global science company. 
 

 
 
DuPont is a science-based company. Founded in 1802, DuPont puts science to work by 
creating sustainable solutions essential to a better, safer, healthier life for people 
everywhere.  Operating in more than 70 countries, DuPont offers a wide range of innovative 
products and services for markets including agriculture and food; building and construction; 
communications; and transportation. 
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An introduction to the overall DuPont offer for architecture, interior design, building and 
construction markets is available at www.buildingonscience.dupont.com. The range of 
Tyvek® products is shown at www.construction.tyvek.com. 
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Claudio Greco, DuPont Building Innovations, Public Relations and Media Relations Manager 
(Europe, Middle East and Africa), claudio.greco@dupont.com; Peggy Beicht, DuPont 
Building Innovations, Public Relations and Media Relations (Europe, Middle East and Africa), 
peggy.beicht@dupont.com 
 


