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Preparing the new generation of roofers: 
DuPont™ Tyvek® is par for the course at Otley College 
 
 

  
 

  
 
 
December 2007 - The Roofing faculty at Otley College in Suffolk helps to prepare the next 
generation of highly skilled roofers with DuPont™ Tyvek® high-performance breather 
membrane as solution of choice. The roofing course has been on the curriculum for seven 
years at Otley College, which boasts a new multi-million pound construction facility.  
 
Course Leader Mark Crisp believes that in the light of the ongoing skills shortage in the UK, 
and with the expected pre-2012 construction boom, there will continue to be a great demand 
for well-trained roofing professionals. What’s more, he has seen a significant increase in 
interest in the course, especially after giving presentations to the high schools in the area.  
 
Using specially designed pitched roofing rigs, the course trains students in all aspects of the 
process from planning to installation. Membranes are, of course, a key factor of this, and 
Mark stresses the importance of a high quality envelope that will both protect the roof 
structure and allow it to breathe. Crucially, in the light of the new Part L regulations and with 
the drive toward sustainability, he sees it as very important that students understand how the 
right membrane, correctly installed, can help improve the overall energy efficiency of a 
structure.  
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“Young people are naturally more receptive to such issues and as the future of the 
construction industry, it’s important to plant the seeds of new methods and good practice 
early,” says Mark. As an added bonus, he says, “the students love working with DuPont™ 
Tyvek® because of its durability, quality and how clean and easy it is to work with. We also 
get further great support from Gordon Musson of DuPont in the form of presentations, which 
the students also really appreciate.” 
 
All the key requirements for a high-performance breather membrane are built right into the 
very nature of DuPont™ Tyvek®. Unique because of its high-quality single layer 
construction, DuPont™ Tyvek® is naturally vapour open but also water-tight. This is due its 
composition of millions of micro fibres that are bonded together to make a “maze” that’s 
impermeable to moisture and yet allows water vapour to pass through the natural pores in its 
structure.  
 
By offering this protection, DuPont™ Tyvek® membrane boosts the thermal performance, 
and therefore the energy-efficiency of a building. Robust and resistant to UV damage and 
wear and tear, DuPont™ Tyvek® offers peace of mind in the form of reliability, durability,  
trouble-free installation, plus the technical support of a global science company. 
 
 
 
DuPont is a science-based company. Founded in 1802, DuPont puts science to work by 
creating sustainable solutions essential to a better, safer, healthier life for people 
everywhere.  Operating in more than 70 countries, DuPont offers a wide range of innovative 
products and services for markets including agriculture and food; building and construction; 
communications; and transportation. 
 
An introduction to the overall DuPont offer for architecture, interior design, building and 
construction markets is available at www.buildingonscience.dupont.com. The range of 
Tyvek® products is shown at www.construction.tyvek.com. 
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